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NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The Easter holidays are fast approaching and this of course means that we are heading towards the last term for the 
children who will be leaving us to go to Primary School in September.  

The children are loving Room 5 and Karen will be sending out her own newsletter to update you as to what the children 
have been up to! 

Our topic this half term has been ‘Where does it come from’.  The children have enjoyed learning about where various 
materials such as wool, plastic, glass & wood come from and also foods such as bread, milk & dairy products. Making 
bread rolls was a brilliant cooking activity that the children particularly enjoyed. We have also celebrated ‘Mothers Day’, 
with the children lovingly planting the pansies for the mummies and it was evident from your comments that you loved 
receiving them too!!  

This week the children will be learning about where chocolate comes from, in line with our Easter Celebrations! We will  
also be making Easter crafts, enjoying cooking and if the Easter Bunny visits again this year, we will enjoy our Easter 
Egg Hunt!.  

We hope you have admired the changing display board in the foyer as the children have gradually added their works of 
art to it??  

Staffing 

Congratulations!! to Karen Harding and James Moon who have both just gained their Level 3 qualifications in Children's 
Learning & Development.  

Sam has reduced her mornings to 4 so James will now be working on Tuesdays each week as a permanent member of 
staff and not as a volunteer.  

Primary School Places 

During the evening of 18 April, you will be sent an email informing you of the outcome of your Primary School application. 
Emails are sent out in batches, so you may receive your email before or after other families. If you prefer, you can also 
log in to the eAdmissions website to view the outcome of your application. 

You must accept or decline the offer of a place, by Monday 2 May. 

Group Photographs 

On Wednesday 14 June at 9.30, Colin our photographer will be taking the annual GROUP photos of the children and staff 
(not siblings). We would like all the children to be in the photos if possible so if your child does not normally attend pre-
school on Wednesdays and you wish them to be in the photo then please bring them in at 9.30. Parents of those children 
who don’t normally attend on Wednesdays will be expected to wait in the foyer while the photographs are being taken 
please. The individual photographs will be taken as usual in October.  

Punctuality 

Lately, more and more of you are arriving late in the morning. We would be really grateful if you could arrive on time as 
it is very disruptive and delays the start of our busy morning. I appreciate queuing can sometimes take a while but with 
15 children going straight down to Room 5 this shouldn’t take as long. I will now be closing the door at 9.25 as we will be 

starting our Circle Times at 9.30 prompt!! 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

Please, Please can we have your Active Kids vouchers from Sainsbury’s. The collection box is in the foyer but it is not 
very full. The campaign runs until 2 May. Every year I redeem the vouchers for some lovely outside toys and equipment 

for the children, so please DONATE. THANK YOU!! 

 



March 2017 Spring Term 

Funding/Additional Mornings 

You may be aware that with effect from September 2017 the Government will be offering an additional 15 hours of 
funding for some 3/4 year olds. You will only be eligible for the additional hours if you meet the criteria set out by the 
Government. To check eligibility you will need to check with HMRC (call or look on website) not your local authority!! 

At Huntingfield this offer will not be available to families as I am unable to use the Church premises in the afternoons. 
Therefore if your child is eligible and you wish to access the 30 hours you will need to make alternative arrangements for 
your child. I will continue to offer 15 hours as before. 

If your child was born between 1 January 2017 & 31 March 2017 then they will be eligible for 15 hours of funding from 1  
April. I will be organising the relevant forms for parents to sign when we return after Easter. 2 year old funding is 
available for families who are in receipt of certain benefits. If you think you may be eligible, then please contact The 
Woodlands Centre or any local children’s centre or speak to me. 

If you previously requested to increase your child’s mornings from the summer term then this will come into effect after 
Easter. If you haven’t requested any additional mornings but would now like to, I will have to place you on the waiting list as 
I have no places available at the moment 

Children’s Bags/Coats 

We would really appreciate it if you could make sure that you or your child put their coat etc. in the correct insect box 
first thing in the morning. We have been experiencing difficulties in finding them when we go out in the garden as some 
are ending up in different boxes. 

If your child is now using the toilet and is not in a nappy/pull up then you shouldn’t need to bring a bag for them every day. 
There are now so many bags in the foyer that it can sometimes take a while to find the one we need if a child needs 
changing. We have spare clothes which should be sufficient, should they have an unexpected accident or spillage. If you 
do need to bring a bag then please can you ensure it has your child’s name on it. THANK YOU. 

Absences/Information 

If you are contacting me to advise me that your child will be absent from pre-school, please can you call the pre-school on 
07936648864. Quite often I receive emails advising me of absences for that day but I do not look at my computer before 
I leave home in the morning and I do not have access to a computer at pre-school. Therefore I do not see your emails until 
later that day. A general email enquiry at any time is fine as I check daily. If there is no reply on the telephone number 
given then please leave a message.  

Please can you advise me in writing or by email if your child will be away on holiday as I need this confirmation of absence 
for my register, equally, I would be grateful for notification if your child is off sick for more than one day, particularly if 
this is due to a more serious illness such as chicken pox or scarlet fever. PLEASE REMEMBER, AFTER A BOUT OF 
SICKNESS OR DIARROHEA YOUR CHILD MUST HAVE 48 HOURS CLEAR BEFORE RETURNING TO PRE-SCHOOL. 

If you change any of your personal details i.e. phone number/address and in particular the adults authorised to collect your 
child from pre-school then please can you advise me either in writing or by email.  

Parent Phonics/Behaviour Discussion Sessions 

It is clear from the questionnaires and the everyday general discussions I have with parents, that you might like some 
support or guidance relating to phonics/reading, children’s behaviour and general concerns. Therefore I am happy to 
arrange 2 group meetings to discuss these issues. If you are interested in attending either or both meetings then please 
return the reply slip attached to the end of the newsletter, clearly advising the mornings that would best suit you before 
Friday if possible please or just email me. Providing I receive enough interest I will be arranging the meetings after 
Easter. 

Finally 

Just to remind you, we break up on Friday 31 March and return on Tuesday 18 April.  

We wish you all a Happy Easter break, hopefully enjoying lots of warm sunshine and of course lots of chocolate!!  

Elaine 
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Questionnaires 

In January I gave out feedback questionnaires for you to complete. I had a good response, along with some interesting 
comments. I have given these comments a lot of thought and decided to share and address them with you all. 

“How do we develop our child’s learning or support the areas our child is struggling with/techniques to help?”-When 
your key person meets with you to discuss your child’s next steps then please mention this then. She will have ideas that 
will help you support their learning at home and this should run alongside what we are doing at pre-school. I will also be 
arranging a phonics session for parents after Easter and there is a reply slip attached at the end of this letter if you are 
interested. 

“Could we have regular Emails/Monthly parent meetings-Termly Reports.-Weekly comments Diary?”- Unfortunately 
this is just not feasible. We do not have time to hold 61 meetings with parents every month, email 61 parents, write 61 
reports every term or write in 61 comment books each week. If you would like to speak to your key person or have a look at 
your child’s folder at any time then please just ask. The folders are updated each week and show photos and observations 
of what your child is doing. Although drop off and pick up times are busy, if you are prepared to wait until the congestion 
has gone then your key person will be happy to speak to you re updates!! Also we will be ensuring that children are going 
home with comment stickers for you to read on a more regular basis.  

“Can you provide longer hours/additional Lunch Clubs/open earlier?”-I am not able to open any earlier as I only have a 
minimal amount of staff who can get in early to set up all the areas before the children arrive. Already, those who can 
arrive early, start at 7.50. I am sure you will appreciate, it is hard work moving tables, chairs, equipment, boxes and 
resources around every morning. 

I am unable to open for longer hours due to the premises already being used in the afternoons and this also applies to 
additional Lunch Clubs. 

“List the daily activities in foyer and/or on Facebook to act as a prompt for parents whose child is not forthcoming 
with information”– A weekly planning sheet is already displayed on the parent notice board detailing the daily activities 
including crafts, indoor and outdoor activities/resources, circle time discussions and special activities and events. On the 
whiteboard at home time I add any additional information and advise of the foods the children were offered at snack time. 
Additionally, during the week I now regularly update my Facebook Page with interesting photos or comments. My Website 
is also updated each week with a calendar highlighting what is going on in pre-school. 

“Too many sweets”-Sweets are brought in by parents and are only given for a child’s Birthday. Unfortunately some 
months have many more Birthdays than others, which means more sweets. It was suggested, that perhaps just one BIG bag 
of small sweets to be shared i.e. 1 each or alternative ideas to sweets would be better. In the past a parent brought in 
pencils instead of sweets. However, the sweets given out are normally only small treat size bags etc. And of course you can 
always say “No” or give your child a couple at a time rather than the whole bag!  

“Photos on Facebook”– I have been adding photos to my page on a weekly basis. However I do not like the idea of showing 
children’s faces on the page, so I just photograph the activity or their little hands! I’m afraid Safeguarding is paramount!! 

Coffee Mornings– These are available for all families and I have tried to run them on different days each month as I 
appreciate some of you work on different days. Recently Friday has been a very popular morning. If your child does not 
attend pre-school on the Coffee Morning but you would like to come along then I am happy for your child to play in the hall, 
providing I have a space. There will be toys available for the sibling's to enjoy too. You don ’t have to stay for the whole 75 
mins even 10 minutes is fine. A book club has also been suggested so I will look into that! 

“2 Nativity Plays for 2-3yrs and 4-5yrs”-Unfortunately, I think if we separated the children according to age the 
younger ones would struggle with no older role models to follow. The little ones can be very quiet and nervous which 
wouldn't result in a very exciting production. Also to set up the hall for the play is a long process which entails a lot of 
hard work the night before as we just couldn’t set the hall up in time on the morning!  

“Show and Tell for the older children (bringing an item in from home to discuss with others at circle time)” – I have 
discussed this with Karen for Room 5, so watch this space. 

“Feedback at the door can sometimes feel rushed due to the queue behind”-It is perfectly fine to just pop in and 
speak to one of us in the hall or wait to speak to the keyperson. 

“Coat hooks rather than boxes”-There simply isn’t enough space in the cloakroom for 45 hooks and unfortunately there 
is nowhere else to put any!  

I received many, many lovely appreciative comments such as-Staff are-welcoming, warm, friendly, approachable, 
dedicated, hard working, supportive, fantastic, caring, organised, professional and you Liked-the wide range of activities, 
sticker feedback, Website & Facebook pages, clear routines, structure and guidelines, Friday Coffee morning and you said 
you were-”Amazed at what your child had learnt” “”Amazed at the level of care and attention to detail, not seen at other 
nurseries” “”You’re child was happy and never had to be asked twice to get up, to come to pre-school” ”All staff are lovely-
a special place” ”Love Room 5” “I Like everything” “Will be sad to leave!!” 

Thank you so much for taking the time to feedback to me, it is nice to know you think we are providing a high standard of 
care for your children!!  



 
PLEASE TICK THE RELEVANT BOXES & RETURN THE REPLY SLIP IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND 

I would like to attend the Phonics/Reading meeting. 

I would like to attend the behaviour/general concerns meeting.                                                           

I would like to attend both meetings.                                                                                                   

The days most suitable are = M   T   W   TH   F (please circle) 

 

Signed………………………………………………………. 

 

Name of child……………………………………………………….. 


